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NEWS TIPS
THE VIEW FROM OHIO: POLITICAL SCIENCE EXPERT SAYS BUSH IN LEAD FOR
ELECTORAL COLLEGE MAJORITY- BUT 10 STATES STILL IN PLAY

(Note to editors: Gerald Kerns, professor of political science at the University of Dayton, will be
available for election analyses inquiries at his home Tuesday evening at (513) 583-9672.)
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As of noon Monday, Nov. 6, reliable poll sources placed George W. Bush within 35
votes of the 270 needed for a majority win in the electoral college, said Gerald Kerns, professor
of political science at the University of Dayton. But 10 states are still in play, and those states
-including Florida, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin, as well as Washington, Oregon, Arkansas,
Maine, New Hampshire, Nevada and New Mexico- are enough to sway the outcome in AI
Gore's favor if he takes most of them.
The electoral college was the founding fathers' way of compromising on the best system
of election - a sort of medium ground between electing the president directly by popular vote
and election by Congress, said Kerns, a 40-year analyst of the American political scene .
Because the college is made up of representatives from each state according to the number of its
congressional representatives and two senators, states with the largest population then also
have the largest number of electors. Electors will cast their votes in December and are expected
to vote for the candidates selected by popular vote in their respective states, Kerns said.
Gore continues to campaign heavily in the 10 undecided states and is currently leading
in some, said Kerns, adding that there is still a possibility that Gore could win the electoral vote
even if Bush takes the popular vote Tuesday.
For media interviews, contact Gerald Kerns at the University of Dayton at (937) 2293650 or via e-mail at Gerald.Kerns@notes.udayton.edu.
EVERY VOTE COUNTS- UD STUDENTS INSTRUMENTAL IN GETTING 1,500
FELLOW STUDENTS REGISTERED TO VOTE IN NOV. 7 ELECTION

•

Representatives of the University of Dayton's College Democrats, College Republicans,
Student Voter Advocates and Student Government Association worked successfully this fall to
get some 1,500 fellow UD students registered to vote in Tuesday's election.
Chris Woodard, graduate assistant in the University office of the president, said
students walked the campus and surrounding neighborhood in the door-to-door campaign,
which also included manning information tables at various times in the Kennedy Union.
Woodard said representatives of some UD fraternities and sororities and the College Green
Party pitched in to help the effort.
The registration campaign was part of a national initiative resulting from the 1998
Higher Education Act, which requires institutions of higher learning that receive federal funding
to make a "good faith" effort to get students registered to vote, Woodard said .
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